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"Welcome" is one of the best words we can say to each other.

-- Parker J. Palmer
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A Very Brief Summary of New York
Yearly Meeting Fall Sessions
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Fall Tri-Hikes with Young Adult Friends
The first hike of YA autumn tri-hike event:
Young adult friends Kerry and Elena had organized a 10-mile
hike in the Bronx. We took the 4 train to the Bronx and switched
over to the 6 for the Gun Hill Road stop, where we walked down Gun
Hill Road to Bronx Park, where there was a clearly marked path
along the Bronx river. The park was quiet and well maintained. The
playgrounds were well kept up with a moderate number of children
and parents. We followed the Bronx river amidst lots of greenery,
flowers and some magnificent looking trees. The river at that point
was only about 40 yards wide and shallow. While walking, we got to
know our fellow Friends better and had some great conversations.
Friends shared their experiences such as boyhood adventures,
insights in the New York School system, general experiences in Social
work with poor people, living in other states, experiences as teachers,
actors and dancers, even experiences in international mediation.
Thus, the miles were quickly disappearing.
Our lunch was at a lovely human-made waterfall cascading from
about 30-foot height. We shared dark chocolate, dates, apples, and
tangerines. After lunch we continued our walk along the Bronx River
and Bronx Park changed into “Concrete park” (I kid you not). Most
of the greenery disappeared, yet people were fishing and having
barbeques at the by then much wider river. It gave the feel of a true
community.
Suddenly Elena and CJ recognized Mitch, a Friend from the past,
amid a crowded event. They went over to talked to him. Mitch was
participating in a protest. MoMA (Museum of Modern Art) had
organized an exhibition of its urban planning designs by well-known
artists and architects for the South Bronx. Local community artists,
architects and residents (including Mitch) managed to shut the event
down in protest of a lack of community input and the elitist way
MoMA had handled this project.
We left Concrete park and entered Soundview Park, where the
scenery became green again. After taking a dark chocolate break on
benches next to a gentleman and his two dogs named Princess and
Emily, we continued to the final stretch which had some geese or
ducks landing and taking off on the river. Suddenly the ferry came
into view. We made a run for it, arrived in time and paid our $ 2.75
fare (cheap). The ferry ride took us from Sound View Park along
Hunts Point, Rikers Island, Roosevelt Island, the latest design
skyscrapers, Gracie Mansion with stops at 90th Str, 34 Str to finally
Wall street in 45 min. A true green urban adventure.
Saturday, October 19:
Eight friends took the bus from the corner of 86 Str. and 4th Ave.
in Brooklyn across the Verrazano bridge. We got off in New Dorp
and walked along Rockland Valley to the start of our trip in a section
of the Staten Island “green way” called “Blood Valley.” We started
immediately into a steep climb. Although we were in the middle of
suburbia, I could barely see homes or hear loud noises About 25
minutes later Kerry announced that we had arrived at Mount Moses.
The mountain was not visible at first and it looked like a bunch of
scrubs, but once we circled around it, the hike became steep and
actually difficult. Yours truly had to use his hand to grab for stability
at angle of about 60 degrees at some point. When we reached the top,
we had 200-degree view and could see the Atlantic, New Jersey, and
New Jersey’s Atlantic ridge. The 260ft mountain was named by local
activist after the “notorious “NYC highway commissioner Robert
Moses, who created it by dumping serpentinite rock blasted from
highway construction.

The Mountain is part of the Staten Island “Green Belt,” which is a
string of interconnecting parks and lakes through the middle of
Staten Island connected by clearly marked trails. We were surprised
when six wild turkeys crossed our path. Some of us were able to
approach the turkeys up close. We also saw deer prints, saw swans in
one of the lakes and some unusual birds. It was never crowded!
Again, we had good conversation among us some of which were
about science fiction, writing and science fiction theology. I don’t
what is with young adult hikes but they seem to stimulate
conversations that are interesting, relaxed and social.
After we descended through a string of interconnected parks, we
went through a section of expensive real estate that looked over
towards Manhattan and more resembled more San Francisco with its
steep hills in outlook then the regular customary suburban Staten
Island. Eventually we one of our last destinations wonderful Sri
Lankan restaurant called Lakruwana at 668 St. Bay Street which was
decorated with statues of Buddhas, elephants and other artistry. We
enjoyed a delicious buffet with more lively conversations and finished
our hike with a short trek to the Staten Island ferry. A hike full and
surprising with views, wildlife and good food.
November 11:
The last hike of the YA fall hike trilogy took place during the
Meetings fall retreat at Powell house. It had therefore the more
participants than the former hikes. About twenty Friends started out
between Powell House and the farm with the abused horses. We went
up Pitt Hill Rd. on what became steady climb to Dobson Rock which
is about 860 ft high. The wide road turned into a very leafy path up to
Dobson rock, where we enjoyed a great view over the Hudson valley
all the way to the Catskills, I believe. I saw even a hawk or two when
up there. Might be a great place to do a picnic or other event. We did
not take the same route back but circled around what is called the
William M. Powell Wildlife preserve (I believe called after the
husband of Elsie K. Powell the founder of Powell House). The hike
was about on the same level difficulty as the Staten Island Hike, but
was much wilder. More old growth trees and quite a few little
streams. Not many bridges over these streams. We had to cross like
real pioneers over logs and stones to the other side of the bigger
streams. At certain points it was somewhat boggy and slippery or
steep and narrow, but Friends proved to be great hikers, and nobody
experienced any troubles. We were back at Powell house in 45
minutes. A great conclusion of a very special weekend.
-- Paul van Linden Tol
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Ongoing additions to the Meeting calendar can be seen at http://www.brooklynmeeting.org/calendar

Winter Holiday Festival
The Winter Holiday Festival will be Sunday, December 15th, after the rise of meeting for worship.

Women's Worship Sharing
Women's Worship Sharing will be Monday, December 9th, at 15th Street Meeting House.
There will be a pot luck at 6:30pm, followed by worship.
Quaker Art Activism
The Quaker Art Activism Group will meet on Thursday, December 12th, from 6:30-8:30pm in the meetinghouse to work on
creating panels for The Ribbon Project. For more information on The Ribbon Project, see:
https://www.theribboninternational.org/

Submission Guidelines
The Communications Committee
welcomes Brooklyn Meeting News
contributions from all Meeting
members and attenders. Our
newsletter includes a variety of
content which may be of interest to
our community, including but not
limited to:
•

Recaps of recent Meeting events
or previews of upcoming events

•

Visual and artistic contributions

•

Issues pertaining to our Quaker
faith and history

The newsletter is published on the
first Sunday of each month. We ask
that submissions for the upcoming
issue be submitted by the 15th of the
month before to allow time for the
Communications Committee to
prepare the newsletter.
Please send your article, artwork,
letter, essay, poem, photograph or
other item in an email to
newsletter@brooklynmeeting.org.
Contributions should generally be
brief — aim for between 150-450

words in length. Please send your
newsletter submission as an attached
Word document or high-resolution
image file.
Keep in mind that all contributions
are copy edited and subject to editing
for length. Your item thus may appear
in the newsletter in slightly modified
form.
We look forward to your input in
creating a newsletter we all wish to
read!

Regularly Scheduled Activities
Meetings for Worship
9:00–9:50 AM and
11:00 AM–Noon on Sundays,
in the meeting room
6:30 PM Tuesdays,
in the meeting room

Social Hour
12:00 PM on Sundays,
ground-level dining room
Meeting for Worship with a
Concern for Business
1:00 PM, first Sundays, in the
meeting room

Childcare
Sundays during 11:00 AM
worship, for children of 3
months to 3 years, in the care of
an early childhood teacher and
dedicated volunteers
First Day School
10:45–11:45 AM, Sundays,
September to June. Three
classes, roughly related to age:
Bodies (ages 4-6), Minds (ages
7-9) and Spirits (ages 10-12).

:

Hymn Singing around the Piano
10:00 AM, first Sundays, in the
meeting room
Outdoor Worship
6:00 PM, every Thursday,
weather permitting, spring
through September. Outdoor
worship takes place under the
Quarterly Meeting’s care in
Battery Park (Manhattan) at the
Labyrinth just north of Castle
Clinton

Worship Sharing
10:00 AM, third Sundays, on the
third floor
Prayer Healing Meeting
10:00 AM, fourth Sundays, in
the meeting room
Community Dinner
1:00–3:00 PM (set-up)
3:00–4:00 PM (meal/serving)
4:00–5:00 PM (clean up)
Last Sunday
, in the
ground-level dining room
Come for some or all!
Volunteers ARE appreciated for
this monthly dinner for anyone
who wishes a free hot meal.
Children encouraged to
volunteer.

